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UNCLAS CANBERRA 2519 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB? EPAP, AS 

SUBJECT: TRADE UNIONS - FARMERS CLASH OVER SHEEP EXPORTS 

RECENT EFFORTS BY THE MILITANT MEAT INDUSTRY EMPLOYEES UNION TO 
IMPOSE A QUOTA SYSTEM OF TWO OR THREE CARCASSES SLAUGHTERED BY THE 
MEAT INDUSTRY FOR EACH LIVE SHEEP EXPORTED, HAS LED TO WHAT MININ- 
TER FOR EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS, A.. "TONY" STREET HAS 
TERMED THE MOST DANGEROUS INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE SINCE WORLD WAR H. 

HUNDREDS OF SLAUGHTERHOUSE WORKERS ARE ON STRIKE OVER THE ISSUE, 
AND DOCKWORKERS IN SUPPORT OF THE MEATWORKERS, ARE THREATENING TO 
BAN THE LOADING OF LIVESTOCK. THE LIVE SHEEP ARE SCHEDULED FOR 
SHIPMENT TO SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT AND IRAN. THESE MIDDLE EAST 
BUYERS WANT LIVE SHEEP FOR RELIGIOUS REASONS, BECAUSE THEY PREFER 
THE TASET OF FRESH MEATS. THEY ARE ALSO OVERWHELMINGLY OLD 
WETHERS FOR WHICH THERE IS NO DEMAND ON THE DOMESTIC MARKET. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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FARMERS, ACCORDING TO MINISTER STREET, ARE UP IN ARMS OVER THE 
UNION'S TACTICS AND ARE SPOILING FOR A FIGHT ON THIS ISSUE. THEY 
HAVE ALREADY CARRIED OUT A SERIES OF DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA PORT OF ADELAIDE OVER THIS ISSUE AND ARE THREATENING TO 
TIE UP THE ENTIRE CITY. THE DISPUTE HAS ALSO LET TO BAD BLOOD 
BETWEEN SHEEP SHEARERS, WHO BELONG TO THE AUSTRALIAN WORKERS UNION, 
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WHO HAVE SIDED WITH THE FARMERS, AND THE MILITANT MEAT WORKERS 
UNION WHICH IS LED BY COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER M. CURRAN. MINISTER 
STREET SAYS HE IS CARRYING OUT MARATHON TALKS WITH A.C.T.U. 

PRESIDENT ROBERT HAWKE IN AN ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE, BUT SO 
FAR TO NO AVAIL. 

ALSTON 
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